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ried loosely in a bag. The last of these materials
is most generally used, as it is procured with faci-
lity, being found lying in great quantities on the
surface of the earth. They load their muskets
with a large charge of both powder and shot. In
their buckskin belts they carry from six to twenty
knives of various lengths, together with a cutlass
or bill-hook, the former for cutting off heads, arid
the latter for clearing their way through the un-
derwood. On arriving near the enemy, they cut
a path transversely in front of those before men-
tioned, in which path they form their line, within
twenty or thirty paces of the enemy, having a
little brushwood in front for their protection.
They then immediately commence firing through
the intermediate bush. So soon as one of either
party observes an opponent fall, he rushes forward
and seizes him by the throat, when with great
dexterity he separates the head from the body
by means of one of his knives, and runs off with
it to lay it at the feet of his captain. After the
action is over, the captain collects all the heads
that he has received, puts them into bowls, and
causes them to be presented to the chief of the
army.

I cannot take leave of this subject, or of the
scenes to which it relates, without reverting to the
name of Captain Hutchison, a sharer in the dan-
gers and the glories of the war, and one to whom
I am indebted for many valuable particulars, and